D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - — 


Design Resource 


Gangaur Festival 

Festival of Rajasthan 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Anushree Kumar and 
Anisha Crasto 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/gangaur-festival 


1. Introduction 

2. Traditional Attire & Rituals 
3. Gauri’s Departure 

4. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.d 


Design Resource 


Gangaur Festival 

Festival of Rajasthan 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Anushree Kumar and 
Anisha Crasto 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/gangaur-festival/ 
introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Traditional Attire & Rituals 
3. Gauri’s Departure 

4. Contact Details 


Introduction 


Gangaur festival is celebrated in the state of Rajasthan and some parts of Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. The 
beautiful desert land of Rajasthan has a rich plethora of celebrations. Festivals and fairs, music and dances are 
evidence of culture’s creativity and rich imagination. It is the most colorful and important festival in Rajasthan. 
In Jaipur, the festival is celebrated with great passion and is famous all over the world. A great procession, with 
the image of Gauri, originates from the Zanani-Deodhi (female section) of the City Palace. It then passes through 
Tripolia Bazaar, Chhoti Chaupar, Gangauri Bazaar, Chaugan stadium and finally ends near Talkatora. 


Gangaur festival is especially meant for women both married and unmarried. The word Gangaur is derived from 
two words, Gan meaning Shiva and Gauri meaning Parvati. Therefore this festival is celebrated by the couple the 
women. The unmarried women worship for being blessed with a good husband, while married women do it for 
the welfare, health and long life of their husbands and happy married life. 


The festival starts on the next day of Holi and is celebrated for two weeks. Traditionally, the festival commences 
on the first day of Chaitra, continues for 18 days. Gangaur is celebrated in the honor of Goddess Gauri, who is 
considered the symbol of virtue, devotion, fertility and a perfect married woman. It is the celebration of spring, 
harvest and marital fidelity. 


People arrived for festival celebration in traditional Men carrying Goddesses Gauri’s chariot. 
dress. 
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Women decorating the hands with mehandi. Men in typical Rajasthani head-gear-Turban. 
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Elephant used in the procession is painted with Men in another colorful head gear. 
traditional design. 
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Performers are readying themselves for the show. 
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Decorated bullock cart ready for Gauri’s departure. Men and women performing traditional dance in Gauri’s 
procession. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.d 


Design Resource 


Gangaur Festival 

Festival of Rajasthan 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Anushree Kumar and 
Anisha Crasto 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/gangaur-festival/ 
traditional-attire-rituals 


1. Introduction 

2. Traditional Attire & Rituals 
3. Gauri’s Departure 

4. Contact Details 


Traditional Attire & Rituals 


The festival begins with the custom of gathering ashes from the Holi Fire and burying the seeds of ‘Barley’ in it. 
The seeds are then watered every day awaiting germination. The ceremony takes place with the praiseful songs 
for Isar (Siva) and Gauri. The women decorate their hands with mehndi since it is considered auspicious. They 
carry painted earthen pots on their heads. They also make images of Gauri and Isar with clay. 


On the seventh evening after Holi, unmarried girls assemble and take out a procession with ‘Ghudlia’ (an earthen 
pot with holes around and a lamp inside) on their heads. The girls are gifted with sweets, ghee, jaggery, oil etc. 
by the elders. This process is practiced for ten days. Newly-wed girls are expected to observe the full course of 18 
days of the festival that succeeds her marriage. Women keep fast for 18 days and eat only one meal a day. 


A large number of fairs are organized during this time. Women make images of Isar and Gauri in clay for the fes- 
tival. In some Rajput families, permanent wooden images are used after painting them every year. These paint- 
ings are done by traditional painters called Matherans. Similar idols are used in the festival of ‘Teej’ with the only 
difference of a canopy. The idols in Teej have a canopy while those used in Gangaur are without a canopy. 


It is believed by the local people that after a temporary long ceremony Gauri and Shiva are reunited on this day. 
Small doll-like Idols of the Shiva and Gauri are made of wood. These divine male and female entities are called 
‘Isar’ and ‘Gangaur’. 


Special dishes are made during the festival. In Jaipur, a sweet dish called a Ghewar is characteristic of the Gan- 
gaur festival. Women make food out of the sweets, ghee, jaggery, oil etc. that they receive as gifts from elders. 
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Men in traditional dresses waiting to start the Women in their traditional dress. 


performance. 
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Men playing music during procession. 


Beautifully decorated camels. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www 


Design Resource 


Gangaur Festival 

Festival of Rajasthan 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Anushree Kumar and 
Anisha Crasto 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/gangaur-festival/ 
traditional-attire-rituals 


1. Introduction 

2. Traditional Attire & Rituals 
3. Gauri’s Departure 

4. Contact Details 


mY 


Men engaged in playing drums. Procession headed by musicians and folk artists. 
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Folk artists engaged in singing songs, dancing and 
playing musical instruments. 


2. Traditional Attire & Rituals 


Gair, kalbeliya and chakri dances are the main Decorated elephant heading the Gauri’s chariot. 
attractions in the procession. 
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Bullock carts pulling cannons. Men performing in the show with puppet horse. 
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Gauri’s Departure 


On their way, the girls collect small presents of cash, sweets. This continues for 10 days i.e. up to the conclusion 
of the Gangaur festival when the girls break their pots and throw the debris into the well or a tank and enjoys a 
feast with the collected gifts. 


The festival reaches its climax during the last three days. The images of Gauri and Isar are dressed in new gar- 
ments specially made for the occasion. 


During the afternoon, at an auspicious hour, the procession is taken out with the images of Isar and Gauri, placed 
on the heads of married women. The procession is escorted by traditionally dressed camels, bullock carts, horses 
and elephants. Women and men dress in their traditional attire. This procession heads towards a well, bawdi or 
any water resource. This is believed to be the departure of Gauri to her husband’s house. Women sing songs for 
the leaving of Gauri. 


For two days the procession comes back after offering water. While on the final day, Gauri faces in the same direc- 
tion as shiva and the procession completes by throwing all the images in the water. Thus, women offer farewell to 
Gauri and turn their eyes, as not to see her. This is how the Gangaur festival comes to an end. 
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Chariot Goddess Gauri is carried by 8 men dressed in 
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red color. 
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Closer view of highly adorned idol. Gangaur is also known as Teej festival. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral, Anushree Kumar and Anisha Crasto at NID, 
Bengaluru. 


You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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